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Population Decline
• In nearly every place with the statistics to 

track fertility trends, birth rates are falling 
relentlessly.

• The birth crash is taking place in every large 
region of the world, from Europe—where total 
fertility is barely 1.4 births per woman to East 
Asia, where birth rates have dropped to less 
than one baby per woman.



Population Decline
• Over 50 countries and territories 

around the world are net-mortality 
societies: basically, all of East Asia, 
and most of Europe.

• Last year East Asia witnessed three 
deaths for every two births, likewise 
Europe.
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Implications

• Some argue that population collapse due to 
low birth rates is the biggest danger 
civilisation faces.

• Whereas 50 years ago, there were seven 
working-age Australians for every retiree, 
today there are four.

• Encouraging immigration to distressed 
regions is one of the main policy levers 
available to address population loss and its 
associated economic consequences. 



Council Context

• Need to understand the trends, drivers 
and implications.

• Council a member of LGAT’s Future 
Populations Network.

• Aims to build the capability of local 
government and regions to develop and 
implement regional population strategies 
to guide public and private sector 
infrastructure and services planning, 
policy development and decision making.

• Demographic data an integral part of 
Strategy Development.
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